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HE following mite is hum- 
bly offered, for the pur- 
poſe of informing the jup - 
MENT, and aſſiſting the MEDI 


"TATION, of the well-diſpoſed of 


every deſcription. 


That it may anſwer this valu- 
able end, and tend to the build- 
ing up the SPIRITUAL EDI= 
FICE, for which divers gifts are 
diſpenſed, and various powers are 
requiſite, is the author's warm 
with, and earneſt prayer 


Every order of multi form nature, 
or Link in being's endleſs chain, 
bas its deſtined end, and peculiar 
Properties. 


The diſtinguiſhed excellence of 
man, is REASON ; of beaſts, 1N- 
STINCT ; and of vegetables, vuss : 
Which eminently minifters to man, in 
two reſpects, 1. To his body, either 
as food, or medicine. 2. To his 
mind, as means of pleaſure and re- 
creation, or leſſons of i nſtruftion, 
and helps to thought; and in both may 
 fubſerve the purpoſes of excitement to 
duty, and mementos of obligation! 

5 DEG 
ERRATUM. 
In Page 56, line 12, before muſt, add the word be. 


THEO- 


THEOSOPHICAL ESSAYS. 


No I. 


Of the Germination of Seeds, and 
the Proceſs of Vegetation. 


1 N every ſeed wherein the vege- 
tative principle exiſts, are con- 
tained, in an embryo ſtate, the 
rudiments of a plant of the ſame 
kind as that from which it origi- 
nated ; but, though in every re- 
fpe& perfect, and fitted for re- 
5 pro- 
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production, is, nevertheleſs, in a 


ſtate of temporary death, and in- 
action; and can ſnew no ſigns of 
life, except it be committed to the 
earth, or ſome other moiſt body, 
(See Philoſ. Tranſact. Ne 432. p. 


2867.) as its proper matrix, to be 


there ſoftened, relaxed, expand- 


ed, and foſtered, in order to its 
future increment and advance- 


The firſt change that paſſes up- 


on the ſeed ſubſequent to its com- 


mitment to the earth, is enlarge- 


ment and ponderqſity, effected by ab- 
ſorption of moiſture, through the 
pores in its coats, and particular- 
.ly ſome larger ones in its centre, 


which immediately communicate 
4 with 


R 
with the neb or incipient root; 
hence the ſeed becomes tumid, 
and exhibits the beginning efforts 
of vegetation in the augmentation 
of the plantula, and incipient at- 
tempts to burſt its encloſure ; this 
is the firſt act of vegetation, and 
in its encreaſe, produces the firſt 
'STAGE thereof, of which, for 
analogy's ſake, I ſhall enumerate 

twelve. 


The ſecond ſtage, begins with 
the diviſion of the lobes of the 
ſeed, and rupture of its coats. 
The third, when the plume, or in- 
fant ſtem, extends itſelf beyond 
the circumference of the ſeed, now 
in a ſtate of conſiderable enlarge- 
ment. The fourth, when it ap- 
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pears above the ſurface of the 


earth, the ground being diſturbed 
and broken round it, to make the 
readier paſſage for the plume's aſ- 


cent, which the new, and more 


Jucid elements it now approaches, 
very much promote. The fab, 
when the young plant begins to 
diſplay its foliage, and to exhibit 
the outlines of its future form. 
The „th, when the bloſſom-buds 


firſt appear. The ſeventh, when 


the bloom 1s fully expanded. The 
eighth, when the flower fades, and 


the ſeed veſſels begin to ſwell. 


The zinth, when the fruit becomes 
conſpicuous, and is more or leſs 


diſtinctly perceived through its 
encloſure, or ſeed veſſel. The 


leuth, when the ſeed veſſel with 
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its contents has attained its full 
fize. The eleventh, when it changes 
colour, and indicates the approach 
of maturity. The 7Zoel/th, and 
laſt, when it arrives at comple-- 
tion. 


In this order, nature common 
ly, though not invariably, ad- 
vances her progeny :- various cir- 
cumſtances may hinder and dif-- 
turb; yet nothing but what can 
| blaſt her offspring, or render her 
labours abortive, is able to reverſe 
or deſtroy it. In point of time, 
her period is from three to nine 
months: which is, moreover,, 
ſubject to times and ſeaſons of 
ſowing, and modes of accelera- 
tion and. retardation, invented: 


by art. 
B 3 Each. 
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reſpondent ones in REGENERA = 


| ject of the next paper to de- 
| ö ſcribe. 


N II. 


Each of theſe ſtages in vegeta-- 
ble nature, is exemplified by cor-- 


TION ; which it will be the ſub-- 


— 1 a7. 
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VER ſeed, as it falls from 

the mother plant, and re- 
mains unſonn, (conſequently at 
the fartheſt remove from the earth 
its original, and from reproduc- 
tion and reſtoration) repreſents 
the ſtate of man in the natural or 
fallen life, wherein no truly good, 
or gracious diſpoſition has yet ap- 
peared, nor will, or can appear, 
till a more powerful influence than 
material or natural agency, takes 
place in his heart, as the power of 
GOD to ſalvation. 


B 4 | As 
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As the ſeed from the parent 


plant, (and its more direct me- 
ther, the earth, whence it origi- 


nally aroſe, and to which it was, 
by this medium, united) man, is 
fallen and ſeparated from GOD, 


his divine original; and, like the 
ſeed, remains in a ſtate of death 
and inaction : a ſtate of ſpiritual 
death, and. moral impotency, till, 


as that to the earth, he becomes 


re- united to GOD, by the inſtru- 
mentality of ſome proper inſtruc- 
tion, worthy examples, alarming 


providences, &c. whereby concern 


is awakened ; ſenſation and refiec- 
tion are excited; ignorance is in- 
formed; and danger alarmed. 
Feelings and information, of 
which the unregenerate ſoul was, 

till 
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till then ignorant and inſenfible; 
and to which he, therefore, re- 
mained inattentive. Now 600D;. 
hitherto unperceived, neglected; 
and deſpiſed, becomes valued, de- 
fired, regarded; and as the vege- 
tative life in the ſeed, —new prin- 
ciples and new practices demon- 
ſtrate themſelves in the man; a. 
real change takes place, and Ve 
wilderneſs begins to bud and bloſſom: 
like a roſe ! 


Similar to the ſeed fown, and 


its firſt change, is that effected in 


the ſoul by divine grace; when by: 
providence directed to ſuch means 
and ſuch inſtruments, as: he ſhail 
appoint and bleſs. The deep con- 
cern, and ſerious-alarm, thus pro- 
duced 


6 
duced, as the commencement of a 
ſaving change and a new life, are 
well repreſented by the FI RSH 
ſtage of vegetation, in the ſeed. 


The sECONp, repreſents a far- 
ther ſtage of advancement in the 
new convert, viz. a ſight and ſenſe 
of himſelf, as a fallen ſpirit of 
the earthly nature in which he is 
immured, and the wrong tempers, 
and vicious habits, by which he 
is led captive: accompanied by 
earneſt deſires and fervent prayers 
for deliverance and renovation. 


The THIRD correſponds to a 
deeper fight into, and ſenſe of, 
the radical corruption and total 
depravity of the fallen nature, and 

| a greater 


4 m7 
a greater deteſtation and loathing” 
of ſelf, and a perception of ſome, . 
though as yet feeble, powers to 
reſiſt the evil that has dominion 
over it, which the. foul now ex- 
periences. 


The FOURTH, reſembles the- 
ſpirit rifing out of the darkneſs of 
the earthly life, into the light of 
eternity—ſurrounded by the ſtir 
and commotiorr of 1ts unawakened 
friends and relatives; and aftect- 
ed by the perſecution at this time 
uſually urged againſt it, 


The F1FTH, may be likened to 
the ſtate of conviction of fin, 
or the minifiry of condemnation, 
when the ſoul feels (painfully 
. feels !) 
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feels !) what, till now, he only; 
however clearly, ſaw. He now 
has ſome: real knowledge; what it 
is to be ſold under into be under 
the condemnation of the law—and 
obnox1ous to the wrath of GOD ! 
—to feel the infinite value of a 
SavioukR—and to groan earneſtly 
after the redemption which is in 
Ixsus ! 


As the plant at this ſtate of ad- 

vance, refuſes any farther obliga- 
tion to the parenchymous ſub- 
ſtance * of the ſeed, ſo the ſoul 
thus convinced, diſclaims all pre- 


*The ſubſtance of the lobes of the ſeed, 


| rendered ſoft and pulpy, from which the 


embryo plant is nouriſhed, till it aan receive 
food from the earth. 


tenſions, 


1 
tenſions to juſtification by any 
means beneath or beſide, the blood 
and righteouſneſs of CHRIST 
by wwhom all the ſeed of Iſrael fhall 
be juſtified, and in whom they ſhall 


glory?! 


The s1xTHn, exhibits in a fi- 
gure, painful confinement, eager 
wiſhes, and earneſt expectation; 
and is expreſſive of the earneſt 
preſſing and panting after the ex- 
perience of the glorious liberty of 


the ſons of GOD. 


The SEVENTH, which may -be 
called the firſt glory of vegetable 
nature, is comparable to that of 
the ſoul, when having obtained re- 
mn — of fins, and being juſtified 

Heel 


r 
freely through the redemption that 
is in Jxsus CHRIST, it can re- 
Joice in hope of the glory f 60b— 
as being reconciled to him, * 
e death of his SON | | 


The EIGHTH, adumbrates the 


: ſtate of ſoul wherein the fervent 


(and often imprudent) zeal of the 
former conſpicuous and ſhewy 


diſpenſation cools, and gives place 
to one leſs viſible, yet more deep 
and ſolid; in which, however it 


may appear to ſuperficial eyes to 


be loſing ground, is really gain- 
ing it. | 


The NINTH, reſembles the 
growth and increaſe of the new- 
born ſpirit in all utterance, and in 
off 


1 
all 'knowledge—approving only the 
1 ngs that are excellent. 


The TENTH, « more the 
growing ſoul, as diligent in, and 
greatly improving by, all the 
means of its gracious increaſe. 


The ELEVENTH, reſembles the 
ſoul in a ſwiftly ripening ſtate of 
the ſpiritual life, and rich in the 
fruits of the ſpirit of holineſs. 


The TwELFTH, when the 
work draws near conſummation.; 
and the ſoul becomes eminently 
more meet for its reward. As in 
this ſtage of vegetable life, the 
ripening fruits and ſeeds are more 
infeſted with various enemies than 


in 
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93 
in former ones; ſo, the ſoul at 
this advance, is more the object 
of ſatanic rage, and human ma- 
Jice, than before: — hence the 
ſtrong faith now given, is ſevere- 
ly tried, that the ſoul may there- 
by come off more than conqueror 
over all its enemies; and, like 
gold, return ſeven times purified 
from 'the hotteſt fires! 'In this 
fate, the foul rapidly grows up 
into the life ef GOD; obtains 
more cloſe intimacy and deep 
communion with him; and be- 
comes proportionally more re- 
deemed from the earth, dying daily 
to all its enjoyments and felici- 
ties: and, in a word, grows more 


and more ripe for that glory that 


Fadeth not away, and more fit to 
mingle 
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mingle with thoſe happy ſpirits 


which ſurround the throne, and 
praiſe the Lams that liveth for 


ever and ever 1 


But ſouls thus advanced in ſpi- 
ritual proficiency, adorned as 4 
bride for ber huſband, are of a 
different complexion, and of far 
higher attainments, than the ge- 


nerality of the profeſſors of this 


day: which ftate is only the 
diſtinguiſhing privilege of the 
few who are wholly devoted to 
GOD! 


e 
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N- III. 
'Of the Operation of Grafting. 


of IS curious and uſeful ope- 
ration, reads to contempla- 

tive minds a leſſon of much in- 
ſtruction. By it, a wild and uſe- 
leſs tree, is made valuable and 
- fruitful, by the inſertion of a ſu- 
perior kind. It is of peculiar uſe, 
as a mode of greatly encreaſing 
any ſort of fruit capable of it, at 
a very {mall expence, and often 
C 2 in 
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in a much ſhorter time, than by 
planting. 


Stocks which are grafted, are 
of the wild, or more frequently 
of the leſs eſteemed kinds: upon 
theſe, by this operation, are-made 
to grow, in great perfection, the 
fineſt and choiceſt fruits, ſome- 
times of ſeveral varieties, on the 
ſame tree: and, in ſome. inſtances, 
of different ſpecies, of the ſame 
genus, alſo. What a fine meta- 
phor is this! 


The wild, or comparatively in- 
valuable ſtock, repreſents our ſtate 
in nature: —the abſolutely wild 
one, that condition of it, which 
is quite ignorant and unlettered; 
and 


(21) 
anck the leſs eſteemed, that which 
is improved by education and me- 
liorated by external accompliſh- 
ments, yet void of the richer 
powers and- divine properties of- 
GRACE. SEE 


But this method of improve= 
ment requires exciſion, and re- 
preſents a painful proceſs. The 
ſtock is either cut off: ſlit, 
wounded, or denudated, in order 
to admit the cion or graft or- 
ſeveral of its branches are ſo treat- 
ed, according to the different 
ways in which that buſineſs is 
performed. 


May not this repreſent the- ex- 
ciſion of groſs {ins and evi! habits, 
: of. 19 


( 22 ) 
in which the operations of GAE 
begin, as the firſt work of re- 
pentance unto life? This is more 
or leſs ſevere and painful, accord- 
ing to the different complexions 
of men, and the greater or leſs 
predominance of evil habits, and 
perſiſtence in ſinful practices. 


Immediately after the ſtock, (or 
its branches, as the manner of 
performing the operation, is con- 
ducted) has ſuſtained its proper 
vulneration, the cion, or new 
principle of fructification, is in- 
troduced. So, after repentance 
from dead works, has had its due 
influence upon the mind, the new 
principle of GRACE, or the in- 
grafted word— the faith which 

3 worketh 
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( 23 ) 
worketh by love, and is productive 
of all good fruits, is implanted 
in the heart, and the MAN, as 
the TREE, now, firſt, becomes 
Good and Fruitful ! 


The operation being finiſhed, 
the work muſt be often examined, 
and carefully attended to, leſt the 
many accidents to which 1t is ex- 
poſed, render the whole abortive. 
In hke manner, muſt the new 
principle of divine grace, (a ten- 


der plant!) be watched over—at- 


tended to -inſtructed - admoniſn- 
ed warned prayed for; leſt the 
deceiver of mankind, worldly 
pride, vanity, or luere; and many, 
many other impediments to which 
it is expoſed, in this © bleak in- 

C4 * hoſpt- 


C24 ) 
te hoſpitable clime of human life,” 
prove its injury and loſs. 


This done, for a ſeaſon, the: 
whole is left (being firſt properly 
ſecured againſt foreſeen contin- 
gencies, ) to the increaſe and nur- 
ture of nature; and eſtabliſhment: 
and fruitfulneſs are the expected 
reſult. 


Thus, after faith has been af- 
ſiſted, watched over, nouriſhed, 
and ſtrengthened, by the ſeveral 
means. appointed to thoſe ends, 
as it obtains vigour, it cleaves 
more firmly to its adorable Au- 
THOR and FINISHER ; and more 
eminently glories in His ſalvation 
in every trial, and under every 


” be 
U 1015, 


© 23. } 
roſs, experieneing Him ſufficient 
for every want, and adequate to 
every wiſh. It lives, grows, and 
bears fruit, in and to HIM and 
fhines in His comelineſs ! 


During the ſeaſon, the careful 
gardener aſſiſts the growth: of the 
young cion by removing the wild 
ſhoots, leſt they impoveriſh. it, 

and retard 1ts increaſe. 


Chriſtians, do ye the: fame! 
The ſhoots from the oLD $TEM, 
are your great enemies, will cool 
your ardour, and hinder your 
progreſs ! 


N. 
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N' IV. 
Of Plougbing and Sowing. 


O ground in its natural ſtate 
* 1s in a proper condition to 
receive and propagate ſuch ſeeds. 
as. are required to arrive at per- 
fection, and are intended for the 
uſes of human life ; conſequently 
that require induſtry and culture, 
in their production. 


By 


(' 28 ) 

By reſt, the earth becomes hard' 
and. compact, loſes its pervioſity,. 
and cannot readily admit the ra- 
dical fibres of plants to penetrate. 
its ſubſtance iu queſt of nutriti- 
ous juices ; in this ſtate, it can 
receive but imall improvement 
from ſhowers, dews, fun, or dir; 
which are able but ſuperficially to 
affect it: all which influences are, 
moreover, denied it, by its cum- 
berſome. and impoveriſhing pro- 
ductions, atteſting its condition 
of neglect and ſterility. In this 
ſtate, no valuable uſe can be made 
of, or profitable crop expected 
from it. Before theſe can be 
produced, 1t muft undergo di- 
vers operations, or the huſband- 

man's 


41 
man's hopes will be entirely uſe- 
leſs. 


To produce fruitfulneſs, and 
vigorous vegetation in ground 
which has lain long in .a con- 
dition of uſeleſſneſs and incul- 
ture, it is indiſpenſibly neceſſary 
to render it pervious, light, and 
acceſſible to, and retentive of, the 
.celeſtial influences, and capable 
.of the.tranſmiſhon and nutrition, 
of the roots of vegetables; ; which 
from the known laws of gravita- 
tion, and central attraction, it 
becomes by reſt and neglect, more 
and more indiſpoſed to effect. 
This improvement is obtained in 
larger portions, and ſtiffer ſoils, 
by the plough; and in ſmaller 
| ſpots, 


( 
pots, and lighter ground, by the 
ſpade; and is finiſhed by the har- 
row and the rake, being previ- 
ouſly cleaned and cleared of all 
its rubbiſh and incumbrance. In 
this ſtate, it becomes a proper 
and hopeful receptacle for ſuch 
ſeeds as may be ſown, or ſuch 
plants as may be introduced into 
It. And here, for the preſent, 
and reſpecting the principal view, 
the huſbandman's labour ends, 
and his hopes bezin _ 


From theſe operations, a ſeri- 
ous mind may gather ſome uſeful 
leflons of inſtruction. By the 
ſterility and uſeleſſneſs of earth 
in its natural ſtate, or that of 
reſt and incultivation, being over- 
run 
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run and encumbered with weeds, 
and noxious plants, may we not 
clearly ſee a moral picture of our 
own condition in nature, and ig- 
norance of the glorious truths of 
the GOSPEL OF PEACE, by whoſe 
illuminating page, the knowledge 
of the doctrines of life and im- 
mortality are communicated to 
minds before in a ſtate of moral 
death, and ſpiritual darkneſs ? 


As the earth in its barren and 
unimproved ſituation, receives very 
ſuperficial and evaneſcent benefit 
from thoſe celeſtial influences by 
which that which is in cultivation 
becomes productive, and encreaſes 
in fruitfulneſs: ſo, the unenlight- 


ened mind of man is, as to any 
virtual 
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virtual effects, an utter ſtranger 
to, and unaffected with, thoſe 
divine emanations and ſpiriĩtual vi- 
ſitations, by which gracious minds 


are happily influenced; and there- 


by enabled to bring forth fruit te 


the glory of GOD. I ſay they 


are ſtrangers to ſuch influences as 
to any vir , effefts—for many 
know the truths, and have felt 


their power and evidence; yea, 


have been, to all human credibi- 
dity, made, in a meaſure, ſuhject 
to them.; yet, whole general con- 
duct, proves to have been as little 
reformed thereby, as the barren 
earth is improved by the rain that 


often cometh upon it. 


Like 
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Like the uncultivated earth, 
man's natural ſtate is not only 
void of good, but pregnant with 
evil negative by privation, and 
contaminated with fin! To the 
production of ſuch fruitfulneſs as 
can be finally accepted, ſevere 
operations, and needful culture, 
muſt have their due effects; and 
an entire renewal, and total change; 
mult take place, defore the graci- 
ous reward of the righteous can 
be expected, or will be conferred. 
—And this work ALMIGHTY 
GRACE, alone, can effect. GOD 
muſt enable fallen, impotent, ſin- 
ful man, both to wiLL and to Do, 
thoſe things which pleaſe Him. 
On ſuch ſubjects, only, ſhall be 


D con- 
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conferred the REWARD, which is 
not of debt, but of grace. 


Let afflicted, tempted, and deep- 
ly-exerciſed ſouls, take encourage- 
ment, and receive comfort, from 
the leſſon taught by theſe rural 
operations. Let them recollect, 
that it is by virtue of tearing, 
rending, dividing, overturning ſe- 
verities, that the earth can receive 
fruitfulneſs, and powers of in- 
creaſe. It is by theſe effoſſions 
and penetrations that the valleys 
are made to laugh and fing ! It 1s 
by theſe means that the ſoil is 
rendered fit to receive ſeed, and 
to produce fruit : to theſe ſhe 


owes all her fecundity; and by 
| theſe 


As Be tk 2 L 
V 
n wer LY 3 e 
Ot Td DEL IE TT NG... +3 
Wd OL rS: © 26 rote Hogs, IE 


1 
Wt 2 3 3 nan 2 S A * —_ nf * 
: + ac: . 4x * 2 . r e th. 3 * 
N * * = - 2 n N eee i 
by 3 9 5 N 1 et i 2 : 25 IS 5 wo ** 2 82 Ne RT Sy CES N 8 — 55 1 Ss OY 25 5 oe. N ; ; ? 
2 e f 8 4 n e FISTS WE * 8 ; 2 : $0 SEW. 13 i : 
. n 3 ar NEE . Rs es; a; I U 3 * Us BF II, 2 2 & 
WT OT ns he” et OT hy OED eee, OO oe rd BO I Og CDG ape ˙ ¹ . ̃ . 
be 8 . F e Wn « . 8 W Wag. ; 7 Kr 2 2 2 2 2 8 72 = a a TED 


"i 
bi 


C 
3 = 3 Yah TT. F 
A . 

re 
3 os 
pt , 22 * mo 5 1 
n OS be, 
2 way * 


. 
fra: ts 
8 

[2 

A 


s rae” r 
£ ere 

I 
eters e 

5 SE nt 
FF . 

Y 8x, 

r 


2 


O! 


C0] 
theſe are our barns filled with 
plenty, and through them, do our 
faces ſhine, and our hearts re- 
Joice |! 


By analogy, alſo, it is by the 
kind chaſtiſements of our infinite- 
ly wiſe FATHER—the diſcipline 
of His hand, and the ſtrokes of 
His rod, that our barren, ſtub- 
born, rebellious hearts are made 
willing to receive, and fit to che- 
riſh, the ſeed of the word—the 
principles and documents of eter- 
nal truth, 


As when the earth is duely 
broken and opened by the labour 
of the huſbandman, he caſts in 

D'2 the 
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the ſeed of his future harveſt and 
diſtant expectations — So, it is 
not till diſcipline, affliction, con- 
trition, and humiliation, have had 
their ſalutary operations on our 
hearts, that the ſeed of immortal 
life can be ſown in them, or they 
become meet to reliſh or appre- 
hend it. And, as where thoſe 
operations have been performed 
moſt deep and effectually, the 
earth uſually becomes proportion- 
ally more productive, and on the 
other hand, the reverſe. 


So, I believe, it is the expe- 
rience of all who are acquainted 
with the manner of GOD's gra- 
cious dealings with ſouls, (I am 

ſure 
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ſure it is my own, in a great 


variety of inſtances) that the 
deeper, more afflictive, ſevere, and 


== humbling, the work of convic- 


TION and REPENTANCE, were, 
the more have been the after 


fruitfulneſs. None, in my know- 


= ledge, have ſo much adorned the 


goſpel, or brought ſo much glory 
to—ſo much gloried in ſo much, 


and fo entirely, relied on — The 


grace that bringeth ſalvation, as 
thoſe who have ſuffered moſt in 
its operations, or for their ad- 
herence and attachment to it.— 
While I have alſo ſeen, in many 
inſtances, that where theſe im- 
preſſions have been {lightly made, 


BY grace has had, to all outward 
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( 
manifeſtation, no very trium- 
phant reign : concerning whom, 
good HOPES, rather than AssU- 
RANCE, that they were ſubjects of 
grace, have been entertained. 


Let precious ſouls, objects of 
tendereſt pity, to whom I now 
ſpeak, know, that it 1s only by 
ſach things as they endure, that 
eminent wiſdom can be taught, 
or mature experience obtained.— 
That TE Lorpd, THE LORD 
Gor, merciful and gracious, abun- 
dant in goodneſs, and truth, 1s 
their father and their friend: 
friend which Ioveth at all times; 
and that flicketh cloſer than a 
brother ! e 


Let 


(539 ©) 


Let them remember, that— 


e When ſorrow wounds the breaſt, as 
« ploughs the glebe, 
&« And hearts obdurate feel her fofning 


« ſhow'r; 

« Her ſeed celeſtial, then, glad wiſdom 
« ſows; 

« Her golden haryefts triumph in the 
* foil!“ 
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of the * and Fuzi 
of Plants. 


ROM the firſt motion of the 
ſap, plants labour gradually 

and vigorouſly in the production 
of their offspring : 1. The leaves. 
2. The ſhoots. 3. The flowers *. 
4. The fruit. But at no period 
| of 


* I am not forgetful that this, though 
the moſt general, is, nevertheleſs, not the 


invariable order of nature. All the ſpecies 
claſſible 


1 
of vegetable increment, is the plant 
more laboriouſly employed than 
in the formation of the flower, 
and ſetting of the fruit. The 
former ſtage of vegetation, or 
ſeaſon of bloom, I have (N I. 
page 13.) called the firſt glory of 
vegetable life, in diſtinction from 
the ſtate of fructification; or, in 
its completion, the ultimate glory 
thereof. I have, alſo, conſidered 
the various degrees of augmenta- 


claſfible under the botanical genera Amygda- 
lus, Prunus, with ſeveral others ; and the 
Linnean claſs Cryptogamia, are exceptions 
to it. Yet here, and every where elſe, I 
wiſh to be underſtood as taking nature in 
her moſt uſual appearances. Not as writ- 
ing a treatiſe of ſcience; but offering a few 
hints as aids to contemplation, and excite- 
ments to graitude. 

tion 


8 

tion in botanical nature, as ad- 
mitting compariſon with correſ- 
pondent ones in ſpiritual advance- 
ment. I ſtill purſue the ſame 
method, for the fame reaſon :— 
that of, at once, informing the 
judgment, and improving the 
mind. | 


When the plant is in bloom, 
every eye is detained by its beau- 
ty, and captivated with its ſplen- 
dor ; in this ſtage, well repreſent- 
ing the ſtate of the ſoul under 
what has been termed, The ſtate 
of JUSTIFICATION or pardon of 
ſin : wherein all 1s joy, peace, 
felicity, and triumph. But, like 
the plant, the ſoul muſt loſe this 
ſenſible and rapturous ſtate, and 

"< enter 
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enter into ſome ſubſequent ones 
of leſs ſenſibility, but of greater 
maturity. To this truth, our 
bleſſed Loxp gives ſanction : If 7 
(my ſenſible preſence) go not away, 
the COMFORTER (my ſpiritual 
preſence) cannot come. (One diſ- 
penſation of grace, as of nature, 
muſt prepare for, and give way 
to, the commencement of another, 
and more advanced one.) He, 
moreover, adds, as if in reference 
to this time, Hen ſhall the children 
of the bridegroom (the poſſeſſors of 
theſe ſenſibilities) mourn. : 


When the plant drops its 
bloom, and ſets for fruit, it ex- 
hibits the appearance of poverty 
and diſgrace; yet then, and in 

the 


1 

the after gradations of fructifica- 
tion, does it moſt vigorouſſy exert 
its powers, and teſtify its in- 
creaſing vitality, as through them, 
making more profitable advances. 
Such is the condition of the ſoul, 
when becoming more inward and 
ſpiritual, it grows into diſeſteem 
and contempt ; yet then has it 
greater work for faith, in com- 
bating thoſe ſevere trials, and ſuſ- 
taining thoſe heavy afflictions and 
diſtreſſes, it often has, in this ad- 
vance, to encounter. 


Now, like the increaſing and 
ripening fruit, under the umbrage 
of its leaves, the ſoul advances in 
conformity to its LIVING HEAD, 


beneath the veil of cenſure, re- 
proach, 
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( 46) 
proach, per ſecution, and rejec- 


tion; while, as in nature, ſuch 


fruit as remains in open view, 
much expoſed, and undefended 
by a proper degree of foliage, 
harden, ſcorch, wither, and drop; 
or at leaſt, make ſlower progreſs, 
and poſſeſs inferior flavour, from 
too great an expoſure to the wind, 


ſun, &c.: in like manner, ſouls 


under ſimilar circumſtances, ex- 
perience ſimilar truths ! 


But let the TRIED and the 
TEMPTED, recollect, and receive 
comfort from the conſideration, 
that meek and quiet ſpirits are in 


| GOD's eſteem / great price; and 


that to the lowly, the afflicted, 
the broken in heart, He looks, 


with 


(48-3 


with peculiar pleaſure and appro- 
bation | That they who now ſow 
in tears, ſhall, anon, reap in joy, 
and their joy no man taketh from 
_ them : becauſe their lives, lightly 
eſteemed as they may be, by men, 
are hid with CnRIsT in Gop! 
And, finally, that e'er long, ue 
will deſcend with the trump of- 
an arch-angel ; from whoſe au- 
guſt preſence, ſorrow and fighing 
fall flee away—and His own mer- 
ciful hand ſhall, for ever, wipe 
all tears from off all faces—and 
chaſe grief and affliction, from 
every heart ! 
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Of Autumnal Maturity, and the 
Ingathering of the Fruits of the 
Earth. 


[JavING already noticed the 
propulſion of ſpring, and 

the production of ſummer, in a 
few of their leading circumſtances 
and operations, I now attempt to 
ſpeak a little concerning the com- 
pletion of autumn ; which period, 
as it is the crown of the year, and 
glory of the ſeaſons—hence the 
E affirma- 


( 0-7 


affirmation of the royal prophet, 
Thou crowneſt the year with thy 
goodneſs —ſo it is the ultimatum 
of the months, in point, though 
not of number, yet of hope, ex- 
pectation, and poſleſſion ! 


The revolving ſeaſons have been 
compared to the fleeting periods 
of human life : the ſpring to in- 

fancy and childhood ; the ſum- 
mer, to adoleſcency and man- 
hood ; the autumn, to age and 
experience; and winter, to for- 
getfulneſs, decay, and extinction. 
In all theſe figures, the analogy 
holds, and may, with equal pro- 
priety, be farther extended, I 
now propoſe a mode of applica- 
tion, promiſing, perhaps, no leſs 

utility, 


CF 
utility, and poſſeſſing no leſs pro- 
priety, than moſt others, which 
have obtained the general appro- 
bation. 


Autumn, with her golden har- 
veſts of plenty, has paſſed all the 
previous ſtages, and ſuſtained all 
the changes of foregoing ſeaſons ; 
each having its proper ſhare, and 
due influence, (however ill-timed, 
or miſapphed, ſome of them may 
have appeared to be) in the gene- 
ral abundance : ſhe now offers the 
fruits of all her ſufferings, and the 
rewards of all her toil, to her 
rightful maſter, the Lord of the 
creation, for whoſe uſe and bene- 
fit, the LoRD oF arr Lorps de- 
ſigned them, and has commiſſion- 

| E323  — a 
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ed and enabled her to make the 
oblation, and to reſign the boun- 
teous gift. But, as it is her duty 
to yield and ſurrender, it alſo be- 
comes man's to receive, and ſe- 


cure: but to effect theſe, he muſt 


beſtow ſome labour, and ſhe muſt 


ſuffer ſome violence. 


When pendent ears declare the 


fields ready to harveſt, and invite 
the reaper's hand, as fit for the 
ſickle; Pomona's bluſhing fruit, 


reddening for the maſter's uſe; 


and the innumerable variety of 
ſeminal treaſures, court by drop- 
ping grains, or burſting pods, the 


collector's attention a new ſeries 


of labours commences; which, 
though fatiguing and laborious, 
are 


© 33 
are yet ſhort; and endured with 
Joy, and ſuſtained in hope ;—be- 
cauſe the former and latter rain 
have produced what the anxious 
huſbandman has long waited for ; 
by which, future want, and diſ- 
tant famine, are provided againſt, 
by an indulgent providence, who, 
as the FATHER of the ſpirits of all 
fleſh, giveth us all things richly to 


enjoy! 


But enjoyment is not lazily to 
be obtained. Man muſt labour, 
in order to poſſeſs and ſecure it 
and nature muſt yet ſuffer ſome- 
what in giving up her long-la- 
boured offspring. The fields are 
reaped, or mowed ; the fruit- 
bearing plants are ſhaken, beaten, 

9 or 


( 54 ) 
or ſuſtain ſome force in the ſepa- 
rating the fruit from their tender 
boſoms ; the ſeed-bearing vegeta- 
bles are divided by exciſion, or 
manual compulſion, from their 
ripened progeny ; and all is at 
laſt collected for future ſecu- 


rity; and the delighted ſwains 
ſhout with acclamation, Har- 
« yeſt Home!“ 


And 1s not the caſe fimilar in 
views wherein theſe matters may 
prove profitable and inſtructive 
as mirrors and reſemblances ? 


Autumn, with its manifold 
bounties, 1s allowed by all who 
make the leaſt pretenſions to piety, 
to be a ſtanding characteriſtic of 

5 the 


. 
the divine goodneſs; and this is a 
very juſt idea of it: But the ſub- 
je& may yet be amplified. 


In this view, may we not con- 
ſider it as the repreſentation of a 
gracious ſoul ſwiftly ripening, or 
actually ripened, for a ſtate of 
glory, and only waiting for its 
remove, only farrying the LoRD's 
leiſure, to enter into His king- 
dom, and to enjoy His preſence 
without an intervening cloud ! 
And as ſymbolizing a ſoul rich in 
and through the operations of 
grace, and made ripe by having 
paſſed through previous ſtates and 
diſpenſations, of winter's dreary 
defolation — ſpring's ſharp and 
piercing blaſts, and ſummer's tor- 
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rid fervour; all which have con- 


ſpired to produce the perfection 
of the ſoul, and proved ſo many 
means, however unacceptable, or 
however painful, to thoſe who 
have been exerciſed thereby, of 
making he man of GOD perfect, 
and thoroughly nn, unto every 
good work. 


Theſe having been ſuſtained as 
means of maturity, and requiſites 
of conſummation, muſt now s uR- 
RENDER, in order to ENJOY— 
muſt ſoon be called to the mar- 
riage ſupper of the LaAMB—muſt 
e'er long be houſed where blaſts 
and ſtorms, fear and diſmay, are 
no more; and where ſorrow and 


ſuffering can never come ! But 


here 


. 


here ſomewhat muſt be ſuffered, 


before All is enjoyed | — There 
muſt be a reaping —a cutting 
down—a plucking off—a ſepara- 
tion from—the field, the tree, the 
plant, of this earthly life; and 
this frail body, by which we are 
appended to it. 


But ſevere, as in ſome inſtances, 
this is experienced, and compara- 
tively ſo as it is felt in moſt caſes 
—yet it is IN HoPE! The bodies 
of ſaints are laid down, however 
uneaſily, in joyful expectation of 
an eternal fruition of happineſs, 
and an everlaſting farewell to all 
proſpect, yea to all poſſibility, of 
whatever can hurt, diſtreſs, or de- 
{troy ! 


But 


But under every preſſure, and 
beneath every weight, the glory to 
be revealed, and the reſt to be en- 
Joyed, ſwallows up the full ſenſe : 
—and in ſome inſtances of emi- 
nent attainments, great manifeſta- 
tions, and triumphant faith, ſwal- 
lows up all ſenſe of corporeal ſuf- 
ferings. Of this, the noble army 
* of martyrs,” in their days, has 
given indubitable teſtimony, and 
ſaints in every age have amply 
evinced. Hence the victorious 
apoſtle, I count the ſufferings of 
the preſent time, not <vorthy to be 
compared to the glory that ſhall be 
revealed in us. And, Theſe light 
affhietions which are but for a mo- 
ment, fhall work out for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight 


of 


(077 
of glory! Then cometh the end; 
when death ſhall be ſwallowed up in 
victory, and the ſaved ſinner re- 
ceived into the gun of GOD. 


« Where golden joys ambroſial _— 
« olow 

« In Hrs full beam, and ripen for the juſt! 

« Where momentary ages are no more! 

« Where time, and pain, and chance, and 
“death, expire!“ 
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Of the Darkneſs and Deſolation of 
Minter. | 


TT has been remarked, that the 

SPRING repreſents population, 
and wINTER the depopulation, of 
kingdoms : the former ſymbolical 
of peace and plenty; the latter, of 
war, ſcarcity, and deſtruction. 


Theſe ſeaſons have alſo been 
compared to the ſtates of death, 
| and 
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and the reſurrection of the dead: 
in all which circumſtances ' of 
compariſon, and many others, the 
analogy is ſufficiently plain. But 
they teach us alſo, other, deeper, 
and more perſonal leſſons. In 
ſhort, the proceſs and operations 
of nature, in the vegetable king- 
dom, to go no farther, are replete 
with richeſt inſtruction to every 
thinking being, from the moſt 
ſhallow to the moſt profound ; 
and from the moſt natural, to the 
moſt ſpiritual minds. 


To many others that might be 
brought in proof of this, I wall, 
in the preſent inſtance, attempt 
to conſider this ſeaſon in a view 
ſomewhat more deep and inſtruc- 

tive, 
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tive, than it has been uſually re- 
preſented in. 


Acknowledging the propriety of 
thoſe I have mentioned, and ſome 
others, may we not conſider the 
WINTRY SEASON of nature, as 
analogous to the preſent life, full 

of obſcurity, darkneſs, ſtorms, 
trials, &c.? In one view, the 
hope of returning verdure, and 
fruitfulneſs, renders thoſe diſmal 
and tedious days bearable; the 
certainty of which, and their own 
hopes of ſeeing it, is the conſola- 
tion of melancholy mortals ; ſo, 
in another, amidſt all the ſuffer- 
ings, trials, and temptations of 
chriſtians, the comfortable and l 
confident hope, and chearing ex- ] 

.  --- - pectation 


FH 
pPectation of the glory to be reveal- 
ed, ſhould ſupport and ſuſtain the 
hearts of Fa ſufferers ! 


Do not we ſee the ſpring in 
reality, as it was, already here, 
in the prepared bud, which the 
foſtering leaf with its ſupporting 
foot-ſtalk, have now forſaken, as 


of no farther uſe in the œcoomy. 


of vegetation; and the impatient 
bloom, whenever viſited by a ge- 
nial ray of ſolar fire, juſt ready to 


forget the rigour of the ſeaſon, 
and to burſt forth into beauteous 


expanſion, from beneath its ten- 
der incloſure, or winter- lodge? 
No beholder of which, for a mo- 
ment, doubts the return of ſofter 


breezes, and warmer ſuns ! And 


have 


4 
have not the patient waiters for 
more enduring good, abundant 
proof of its full accompliſhment ? 
Are not the many great and preci- 
ous promiſes in GOD's bleſſed 
word, ſure tokens, and infallible 
proofs, thereof ? | 


May we not, then, conſider 
paſſing winter, and advancing 
ſpring, in a new, yet a true, light, 
as a never-failing proof of the in- 
deficient veracity of a faithful 
GOD, to His gracious promiſes, 
reſpecting His ſuffering people, 
during their deſolate and wintry 
ſtate—who has declared, that hea- 
ven and earth ſhall paſs away, be- 

fore one jot or tittle of his word fhall 
fail! Are not the good things 
1 "mM 
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He has promiſed them, numerous 
as the gifts, and certain as the re- 
turn, of ſpring? The winter of 
ſufferers, may be long and cold; 
yet, ſeed time, and harveſt, ſhall 
not fail ! | 


But does not the return of win- 
ter, unwelcome as it is, in ſome 
inſtances, teach us, alſo, another 
leſſon? Are we not thereby ad- 
moniſhed, that as every ſpring 
riſes out of a foregoing winter, ſo 
every degree of ſpiritual life comes 
through, and ariſes out of, a pre- 
vious one of comparative igno- 
rance, and death. 


It is in vain to expect life and 
fruitleſſneſs, but through paſſivity 


£ 4 and 


„ 
and death. Whoſvever, ſays our 
bleſſed Lorp, will ſave his life, 
the ſame ſhall loſe it—and whoſoever 
will loſe his life for my ſake, the 
fame ſhall find it. Every new diſ- 
penſation, muſt proceed from the 
death, or paſſing away, of. the 
former one; as the goſpel ſuc- 
ceeded to the law—the Moſaical, 
to the patriarchal diſpenſations— 
a life of grace, to that of nature 
—and one degree of knowledge, 
to another, prior, and inferior 
one. 


The deeper, then, our union 
is, with THE FATHER OF SPIRITS, 
the more manifeſt to others, and 
ſenſible to ourſelves, will thoſe 
degrees of dying, or compatative 

| F2 deaths, 
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deaths, be; (for this light is not 
to be hid under a buſhel) till more 
advanced ſtages of ſpiritual matu- 
rity, ſhall remove us farther from 


the intereſts and ſpirit of this 


world ; and more eminently ex- 
poſe us to its contempt and re- 


proach.— But, wiſdom is Jujfiea 


of ber children.— 


« Men of the world this doctrine ill digeſt ; 

« They ſmile at piety, yet boaſt aloud 

« Good will to men; nor know they {ſtrive 
E to part 

„ What nature joins; and thus confute 

« themſelves !”? 
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PARAPHRASTIC VERSION 


PSALM Xxxk* 


From the HEBBREW Text. 


EHOVAH ALEIM! Glorious King 
Of glory illumined worlds above! 
Great Parent of Nature! Almighty Source 


Of beings unnumbered, unconceiv d! 


* This little piece is ſuperadded, by reaſon of its having 
been repeatedly requeſted in manuſcript; and eſpecially, at 
the requeſt of a much-valued friend, to whom it was made 
very conſolatory, in a long illneſs, and in the near ap- 
proaches of apparent death; who, therefore, E 
deſired that, it might not be (oft, 


F 4 Father 


* n r 
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ö (0) 
Father of angels, yet kind friend of man! 
His gracious, never-failing, ever 
Bounteous friend ! Who, when brethren, faithleſs, 
Their own forſake, remains To- day 


As yeſterday and evermore, the ſame. 
IIxael's faithful, everlaſting, GOD! 


THovu wasrT, &er worlds were made or earth 
receiv'd 
Her form; or ſtarry orbs with ſplendor ſhone; 
Or ſuns refulgent pour'd their glad'ning rays ; 
Or ſyſtems pendent on their fruitful beams, 
Came forth, GREAT SIRE, from thy creative 
hand! 


Trov ART, of varying nature's wond'rous 


pow'rs 


| The grand, directing, all- diſpoſing cauſe ! 


In Providence and Grace, thy people's ſure 

And all-ſuſtaining ſtay. Their comforter, 

Support, director, guide! EL SHappai Thou; 
2 Who 


Of undiminiſhing, eternal joy: 


( 


Who ſafely lead'ſt through nature's rougheſt ſtorms, 
T' interminable glory's ſafe abodes! 


And Thou art yet To come—the plenitude 


Of heav'n the glory; and of Blefſedneſs 

«© The Bliſs !*”” The Source of happineſs ſupreme; 
And earth's great Arbiter of life and death; 
The Righteous Judge of men and angels ! 


This glorious Lord of earth and heaven; 


This King of ſaints and angels too, is MINE: 


My Surrhrxp. The Shepherd good, who 


kindly 
Sent from heaven, a Ranſom, due, complete, | 
To purity and pardon ; ſanctify 
And ſave—from vengeful wrath's vindictive claim, 


From broken law's © five hundred penceꝰ demand; 


And perfect purity's abhorrent frown ! 


Y : 


* 


(74 ) 
In preſence of such love, all need retires ; 
And full ſatiety,” and happineſs 
Complete, takes place of mis'ry, want and woe! 
In fragrant vernal beauty's green delights 
He makes me feed; and *fide the peaceful, ſweet, 
Reſreſhing ſtreams of heav'nly peace and joy, 


He leads : and guides with tenderneſs and care, 


My weary, fainting, tempted, wand' ring feet, 


Where living waters bend their winding courſe ; 


Refreſhment ſweet, and conſolation ſtrong, 

Of ſouls redeemed, the favoured race, 

In His “ fair book of liſe divine,“ whoſe names 
Are ever-durably inſcribed. Nor can 

The pow rs of earth or hell, eraſe the lines! 


His Grace, my fallen ſoul reſtores; and leads 
In paths of righteouſneſs, for His own. 


Name, my erring, devious, wayward ſteps ! 


And when I'm call'd the dreary vale to paſs 
Of death's dark ſhade, and horror's gloomy night: 
A ſhade, 
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A ſhade, a night, by nature's ev'ry ſenſe 
| Abhorr'd, deteſted, fear'd ; I'll ſcorn to yield 
To doubting nature's unbelieving voice. 
J can no evil fear: His preſence ſtays, 
Supports, conſoles, revives, my trembling heart. 
His never-failing mercy, now, my prop, 
Which all my ſhrinking pow'rs ſuſtains! To Him 
Alone, I lift my hopes, and bend my pray'r : 
Nor lift, nor bend, nor ſigh, nor pray, in vain! 
His ear inclines, His arm upholds, His love 
Impow'rs, His mercy ſaves! His rod and ſtaff 
Alike conſole. The mis'ries and mercies 
Of parting life, in equal meaſures, bleſs ! 
For, or eaſe, or pain; or health, or ſickneſs; 
Or proſp'rous, or adverſe; or life or death; 


From His diſpenſe, is everlaſting good! 


A plenteous table, His hand has ſpread, 
Replete with choiceſt food, in deſert lands; 
And that before ini micable men; 

Foes to His Grace, and enemies to Him! 
My head with fragrant oil, His hand anoints ; 
My 


- {4M I 
My cup with richeſt bleflings overflows, 
Through His abundant, undeſerved Grace! 


Goodneſs immenſe, and mercy free, ſhall crown 
The remnant of my favour'd, happy days; 
And I ſhall ſtill be ſpar'd, to ſhare His people's 
Pureſt joys ; to know His choſen's happineſs : 
His Love to laud ; His Grace to praiſe, His 
Name 
Of ſaving pow'r through all eternity, 
In grateful ſongs, t' adore and magnify : 
Where, nor moons ſhall wax and wane, and ſuns 
bright 
Beams fulgeſcent, ** rife and ſet no more 15 
But cloudleſs glory reign ; and DRI x 
SUPREME! | 


NOTES. 
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 Jenovau—(as the word is written from the 
pointed Hebrew)—i1s the grand deſcriptive name 
of GOD, which He was pleaſed to communicate 
to His people Iſrael ; and to which they paid the 
moſt ſacred reverence. Exop us 111, 14, and 
vi. 4. 


It is a peculiar word, literally diſſyllabic, yet 
without a conſonant; and termed by the Jews, 
The Incommunicable Name, reſpecting the myſtery 
contained in its compoſition; and commonly the 
Four Lettered Name; as a more familiar epithet, 
becauſe in it are compriſed all relations among 
men. It is derived from a root which ſignifies 
TO BE—EXIST—LIVE, and is expreflive of 
GOD's being the firſt, fountain, underived, pa- 
rent life : and ſo, the origin and cauſe, of every 
life that exiſts, 
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AL EI —Ifalſely and diſhonourably read as 
the points direct, ELoHIM; and very unmean- 
ingly, ELAHIM)—is the name of GOD as ThE 
Lok D IN TRINITY: and deſcriptive of the per- 
ſons, manifeſtations, relations, and offices of the 
Dir r, reſpecting the redemption and ſalvation 
of men: J:.novan, being deſcriptive of Deity 
in Unity, as abſolutely and effentially conſider- 
ed. I have therefore added both names, as I 
apprehend the word JEnovan (which is that of 
the Hebrew text; to which our word Loxp, 
every where anſwers, when meant of GOD) to 
imply them both :—yea more than either angels 
or men can conceive ! 


As no Greek word can reach its exalted im- 
port, we have on record, a very beautiful peri- 
phraſis of it in ReveLarT. i. 4, and 8, which I 
have feebly attempted to imitate, The original 
expreſſion has no erb; therefore is not a decla- 
ration or propoſition, literally; but rather an 
addreſs or invecation—** Jenovan, or O IE“ 
« ROVAH, my Shepherd!“ I have, therefore, 
given it this fenſe, as, I imagine, the beſt and 
trueſt. 


4 

EL-SHADDAI (according to the points) ſimply 
implies, The All- ſufficient or All- bountiful 
GOD ; but may be extenſively conſidered, as 
meaning The bountiful, gracious, liberal, diſtri- 
butive, generous, ſhedder forth, and pourer out, 
of bleſſings :—of all ſorts and degrees; reſpecting 
thoſe of Providence, Grace, and Glory. The 
word may be, ſimply, beft rendered, „ The 
«« GOD of Bounties.“ 


The word rendered SHEPHERD, in this Pſalm, 
is peculiarly beautiful and extenſive. It implies 
whatever can be conceived of care, attention, 
circumſpection, affection, deſire, diſtribution, 
paſturage, benevolence, good will and wiſhes, 
proviſion, direction, inſtruction, and nurture. 
Such is the GOD of Bounties, The Good 
«« Shepherd, to His children! 


O1L—1s here expreſſive of the ancient Jewiſh 
cuſtom of anointing the head of gueſts, at feaſts, 
with fragrant oils or ointments, in token of re- 
ſpeR and civility. 


The word Cup—refers to the cult of be- 


ginning and ending feaſts with the Cue ; which 
was 
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was handed round to the gueſts by the maſter of 


the feaſt, and of which each took a ſmall draught, 


called the Cup of Bleſſing,“ in diſtinction 
from the Cup of Conſolation,” drank with 
mourners ; and “ the Cup of Salvation,” drank 
after the peace offerings, in token of thankſgiving 
and victory, 
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A PERSON THAT HAS BEEN LONG KNOWN 
TO THE LEARNED WORLD, BY THE 
FEIGNED NAME OF 


-GEORGE PSALMANAZAR. 
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1 HAVE inſerted the following 
remarkable Will, as a ſtriking 
example of great ingenuouſneſs, 
and deep repentance; in which that 
grand, fundamental, operation of 
Divine Grace, is finely deſcribed 
and unfeignedly teſtified. I there- 
fore have hope that it may be ap- 
proved by, and made uſeful to, 
ſome readers, as it ſtrongly de- 
ſcribes, and clearly points out, 
what that repentance really is, 
wohich is unto life: and which ever- 
ER Gs - mn 


more begins the work of conver= _ 


ſion, in every heart ſaved by the 
Lord. | 


The teſtator was eminently 
verſed. in literary purſuits, and 
well known, by his writings, to 
the learned world. The former 
part of his life, had been ſpent in 
levity, duplicity, and diſſipation : 
the after periods were deeply en- 
gaged in the ſtudy of letters: and 
his laſt years, unfeignedly devoted 
to GOD ; from a thorough con- 
viction, how unworthily the prior 
ones had been employed. By the 
ſaid Will, which has been publiſh- 
ed in ſeveral forms, and I hope 
has already had its due weight on 
ſome minds, may be learnt the 

follow- 


CI 
following wholeſome leſions, and 
needful inſtructions. 


1. How little a learned educa- 
tion, conſidered in itſelf, can avail 
its poſſeſſor in a moral. view: and 
what a defenceleſs protection a- 
gainſt the aſſaults of temptation, 
and the incurſions of guilt and 
prophaneneſs, LEARNING is, with= 
out GRACE | 


2. How greatly piety has tlie 
advantage of knowledge; ſeeing 
the moſt learned, as well as the 
moſt ignorant, muſt meet on the 
ſame ground : — muſt both. be 
ſaved. as guilty ſinners, and. as 
poor five hundred. pence ” 
debtors; by unmerited. favour, 
and mere bounty ! 
| G4 + mw 


3. How much a life of 0b/cu-- 


rity and poverty. aids a life of 
grace: — to which unacceptable 


document, many unexceptionable 


teſtimonies might be added from 
my own perſonal knowledge, if it 


were needful to produce them, on 


this occaſion. 


4. How pungent the reflexion 


is, of fin and folly, to a mind by 
wiſdom and grace, better inform- 
ed! To ſuch, how bitter the ſar- 
caſtic queſtion, What pleaſure have 


you, in the things whereof you are 


now aſhamed? How ſmall, even 
in the enjoyment :—how great the 
pain, on recollection, now ! To 


this truth, great is the cloud of 


atteſtators 
5. How 


„ 


5. How ſeverely galling muſt 
thoſe acTs and MONUMENTS of 
miſconduct and of fin, be, that 
ſurvive their perpetrators! And 
how great the weight, —how 1n- 
tolerable the load, of FRAuD and 
DISSIMULATION, when all is ſe- 
rious and ſincere 


Oh, that thoſe who through 


folly and inconſideration, muſt 


needs buy, dearly buy, wiſdom, 
could be prevailed upon to give ſo 
important a matter its due weight 
of conſideration, while it can avail 
them ! | 
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REMARKABLE WILL, &c. 


T* HE laſt Will and Teſtament 
of me, a poor, ſinful, and 
worthleſs creature, commonly 


known by the aſſumed name, of 
GEORGE PSALMANAZAR. 


Thy ever bleſſed and unerring 
will, O moſt gracious though of- 
fended GOD! be done by me, 
and. 


4 
and all the world, whether for 
life or death. 


32 


Into Thy moſt merciful hands 
I commit my ſoul, as unto a moſt 
gracious Father, who, though 
moſt juſtly provoked by my paſt 
vain and wicked life, but more 
eſpecially ſo, during the youthful 
fallies of a raſh and unthinking 
part of it; yet haſt been moſt 
graciouſly pleaſed, by thine unde- 
ſerved grace and mercy, to pre- 
ſerve me from the reigning errors 
and hereſies, and the more de- 
plorable apoſtacy and infidelity, of 
the preſent age, and enabled me 
to take a conſtant and ſtedfaſt 
hold, on the holy Author of our 
. ſalva- 
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6 
falvation, thine ever adorable and 
divine Son, Jesus CHRIST, our 


powerful and meritorious Re- 
deemer ; from whoſe alone, and 


all- powerful interceſſion and me- 
rits, (and not from any the leaſt 
inherent righteouſneſs of my own, 
which I heartily abhor as li 
rags, in thine all-pure eyes!) I 

hope, and beg for pardon and re- 
conciliation into that bleſſed im-- 
mortality to which we are redeem- 
ed by His precious and ineſtima- 
ble blood ! 


I likewiſe, bleſs and adore thine 
infinite goodneſs for preſerving me 
from innumerable dangers of body 


and ſoul, to which this wretched 


3 : life, 
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life, but more particularly my 
own raſhneſs and inconſideration, 
might have expoſed me, had not 
thy divine providence interpoſed, 
in ſuch a wonderful manner, as 
juſtly challenges my deepeſt admi- 
ration and acknowledgment: Par- 
ticularly Lam bound to bleſs Thee 


for ſo. timely nipping that ambi- 


tion and vain-glory which had 
hurried me through ſuch ſcenes of 
impiety and hypocriſy ;- and as the 
moſt. effectual antidote againſt it, 
next to thy divine grace, haſt 
brought me, not only to prefer, 
but to delight in, a ſtate of ob- 
ſcurity and lowneſs of circum- 
ſtances, as the ſureſt harbour of 
4 and ſafety; by which, 

though 


{1 93 ) 


though the little I have left in 


my. poſſeſſion, be dwindled to ſo 
little value, as to be but a poor 
acknowledgment for the ſervices 


which I have received from my 


friend hereafter named, to whom 
I can do no leſs than bequeath it 
all; yet I hope that the will may 
be accepted for the deed ; and that 


the Divine Providence will ſupply 


to her, what is wanting in me. 


And now, O Father of Mer- 
cies, I beſeech Thee, for thy dear 


Son's ſake, ſo to direct me by thy 
grace, through all theſe future 


concerns of life, that when, where, 
or in what manner ſoever, it ſhall 
pleaſe Thee to call me out of it, 

I may 


T OF | 

J may be found ready and willing 
to reſign my ſoul, worthleſs as it 
is of itſelf, to Thee, who gaveſt 
it; and that my death, as well as 
my latter end, may be ſuch as 
may tend all poſſible ways, to 
Thy glory, the edification of Thy 
church, and my own eternal com- 
fort! 


And in hopes there is nothing 
in this my laſt will, that is not 
agreeable to thine, I leave it to be 
executed after my death, by my 
worthy and pious friend Sarah 
Rg, of this pariſn of St. 
Luke, Middleſex, in the manner 
hereafter mentioned. 


(I here 


mL __ 

(T here omit ſeveral circumſtances 

not intereſting to the reader: after 
| which, be adds) 


But the principal manuſcript 1 
thought myſelf in duty bound te 
leave behind me, 1s a faithful nar- 
rative of my education, and the 
ſallies of my wretched youthful 
years, and the various ways by 
which I was, in ſome meaſure, 
unavoidably led into the baſe and 
ſhameful impoſture of paſſing up- 
on the world, for a native of For- 
moſa, a convert to chriſtianity, and 
backing it with a fictitious ac- 
count of that iſland, and of my 
own travels, converſion, &c. all, 


ar moſt of it hatched in my own 
brain, 


1 

brain, without regard to truth or 
honeſty. It is true, I have long 
ſince diſclaimed, even publicly, all 
but the guilt and ſhame of that 
vile impoſition ; yet as long as 1 
knew there were {til two; editions 
of that ſcandalous romance, re- 
maining in England, beſides the 
ſeveral verſions of it abroad, I 
thought it incumbent on me to 
undeceive the world, by unravel- 
ling my whole myſtery of iniqui- 
ty, in a poſthumous work, which 
would be leſs liable to ſuſpicion, 
as the author would be far out of 
the influence of any ſiniſter mo- 
tives that might induce him to de- 
viate from truth. 
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All that I ſhall add concerning 
it is, that it was begun above 
twenty-five years ago, with that 
view, and no other, during a long 
receſs in the country, accompa- 
nied with a threatening diſeaſe; 
and fince then continued in my 


moſt ſerious hours, as any thing 
new preſented ; ſo that it has lit- 


tle elſe to recommend itſelf, but 
its plainneſs and fincerity, except 
here and there, ſome uſeful ob- 
ſervations and inuendo's on the 
branches of learning in which I 
had been concerned; and eſpeci- 
ally with ſuch excellent 1mprove- 
ments as might be made in the 
method of learning Hebrew, and 


in the producing a more perfect 
mn. body 


6 
body of univerſal hiſtory, and more 
anſwerable to its title, than that 


v:lich hath already paſſed a ſecond 
edition. 


And theſe I thought might be 
more deſerving of a place-in that 
narrative, as the uſefulneſs of them 
to the world, would in great mea- 
ſure make amends for the ſmall 
charge of the whole. 


If it, therefore, ſhall be judged 
worth printing, I defire 1t may be 
{old to the higheſt bidder, in or- 
der to pay the arrears of my lodg- 
ings, and to defray my funeral ; 
and I farther requeſt, that it may 
be printed in the plain and un- 

diſguiſed 


69 
diſguiſed manner in which J have 
Written it, without alteration or 
cmbelliſhment. 


I hope the whole is written in 
the true ſincere ſpirit of a perſon 
awakened by a miracle of mercy, 
into a deep ſenſe of his folly, 
guilt, and danger; and who 1s 
deſirous above all things, to give 
GOD the whole glory of ſo gra- 
cious a change, and to ſhew the 
various ſteps by which His divine 
providence brought it about. The 
whole account contains fourteen 
pages of preface, and about nine- 
ty-three more of the ſaid relation, 
written in my own hand with a 
proper title ; and will be found in 

H 2 the 
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the deep drawer, on the right hand 
of my white cabinet. 


However, if the obſcurity I have 
lived in during ſuch a ſeries of 
years, ſhould make it needleſs to 
revive a thing in all likelihood fo 
long forgotten, I cannot but with 
that ſo much of 1t was publiſhed 
in ſome weekly paper as might 
inform the world, eſpecially thoſe 
who have by them the above fa- 
bulous account of the iſland of 
Formoja, &c. that I have long 
ſince owned, both in converſation 


and in print, that it is no other 


than a meer forgery of my own 
deviſing, a ſcandalous impoſition 
on the public, and ſuch as I 


8 | think 


1 
think myſelf bound to beg GOD 


and the world pardon for writ- 


ing ; and I have been long ſince, 


as I am to this day, and ſhall be 
as long as I live, heartily ſorry 


for, and aſhamed of ! 


Theſe I do hereby folemnly de- 
clare and teſtify to be my laſt will 
and teſtament, and in witneſs 
thereof, have ſet to my name, on 


the 23d day of April, in the year 


of our Lord 1752, and in the 73d 
year of my age. 


G. PSALMANAZ AR. 


